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Abstract—For a multi-way relay network (MWRN) with K
users, K time slots are needed for full data exchange. Thus,
the overall spectral efficiency, due to the 1/K pre-log factor,
declines as number of users grows. It has recently been improved
to roughly K/2 time slots, but even this improvement does not
arrest the decline. Herein, we reduce this task to just two time slots
regardless of K. To do this, we exploit the performance gains of
non-orthogonal multiple-access (NOMA) and a massive multiple-
input multiple-output (MIMO) relay. First, the users transmit
their signals to the relay, which uses maximal ratio combining
reception. Next, the relay transmits a superposition-coded signal
for all users by using maximal ratio transmission. Each user then
performs successive interference cancellation (SIC) decoding of
data symbols of the other X' — 1 user nodes. We use the so-
called worst-case Gaussian approximation to derive the overall
sum rate and demonstrate significant spectral-efficiency gains and
energy-efficiency gains over the existing MWRN counterparts.
We also design the relay power allocation matrix to maximize
the minimum among the user rates, thus maximizing the user
fairness. Furthermore, the effects of imperfect SIC and imperfect
channel state information (CSI) on the sum rate are analyzed.

Index Terms—Massive MIMO, Multi-way relay, MWRN,
NOMA, Imperfect SIC

I. INTRODUCTION
A. Background

Multi-way relay networks (MWRNS) are used to allow full,
partial, or clustered data exchange among a set of users (more
than two) through an intermediate relay node [1]-[4]. MWRN
channel generalizes two-way relay channel, which allows two
users to fully exchange their information via a relay. And
achievable information rates of the MWRN channel were first
developed in [2]. In this network, multiple users first transmit
their messages to the relay and then the relay will transmit
signals over multiple time slots to enable message exchange
among users. In full data exchange, each users has a common
message to all the others. There are no direct links among
the users due to propagation impairments such as large-scale
fading and/or shadowing effects. Applications of MWRNs
include simultaneous multi-directional communications via a
base station, wireless sensor networks, and satellite communi-
cations [2] and will increase with the emergence of Internet-
of-Things (IoT) for the next-generation wireless systems [5].
Thus, beamforming methods [6], [7], relay selection schemes
[8], and coding schemes [9] have been developed recently for
MWRNS.
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Massive multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) is another
key enabler of 5G wireless [10]. Here, it exploits an unprece-
dented amount of spatial degrees-of-freedom to serve many
user nodes simultaneously in the same time-frequency resource
via spatial multiplexing [11], which thus provides higher spec-
tral efficiencies and energy efficiencies. Thus, integration of
massive MIMO with MWRN is an important topic [12]-[14].
For instance, the MWRN scheme in [4] is used on a multi-cell
massive MIMO system to quantify the achievable rates in the
presence of imperfect channel state information (CSI) [12]. For
the same system of [12], an efficient transmit power allocation
scheme has been proposed In [13].

On the other hand, non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA)
[1], [15], [16] has also emerged as a main enabler of next-
generation (5G and beyond) wireless systems. NOMA offers
improved spectral efficiencies, reduced latency, and massive
connectivity [17]-[21]. In NOMA, multiple users simultane-
ously access a single spectrum band and via signal multiplexing
based on power domain or code domain [16], [22]-[28]. In
power-domain NOMA, different power levels are used to
differentiate transmit signals of multiple users. Successive in-
terference cancellation (SIC) then enables the decoding of data.
SIC for two signals on the downlink operates as follows [15],
[29]. Instead of sending two signals separately, the transmitter
combines the two signals and transmit the superimposed signal.
The receiver decodes the stronger signal first and subtract
it from the combined signal. Next, the receiver decodes the
difference as the weaker signal. For the general case with more
than two signals, multiple signals are combined and sent and
the receiver iteratively decode the strongest signal each time
and subtract it from the remaining signal [29].

Imperfect SIC, heavily degrades the performance of NOMA
systems [24] and thus, modelling this effect has been the focus
of several recent papers. Imperfect SIC has been modelled as
a portion of the decoded signal in [30] and as the estimation
error of the decoded signal in [31], [32]. In this paper, we use
the model of [31], [32] to analyze the effect of SIC on the data
rate of the proposed NOMA MWRN protocol.

Critically important for NOMA, the power allocation allows
different user signals be assigned with different power levels in
order to achieve desired performance targets. Power allocation
is extensively studied for NOMA systems both in uplink [33]
and downlink [34], [35]. Thus, it can be designed to achieve
max-min fairness [33], [35], sum rate maximization [34], and
energy efficiency maximization [34], [36]. In this paper, we
derive it to maximize the minimum achievable sum rate of the
MWRN.



B. Motivation

In this paper, we consider the fundamental question of
improving the spectral efficiency of a K-user MWRN with full
data exchange. In the basic configuration, with an intermediate
MIMO relay, this is possible in exactly K orthogonal time slots
[4]. Similarly, the MWRN protocols in [12] and [13] require K
time slots for K user nodes. Thus, the overall spectral efficiency
is low due to the 1/K pre-log factor, appearing in achievable
rate expressions, and hence it diminishes as the number of
users grows. The work done on [37] analyses a relay system
which utilizes K + 1 time slots for one way data transfer from
K source nodes to K destination nodes via the support of
an intermediate relay. However, it assumes the availability of
the direct channel between users and will require 2(K + 1)
time slot for the full data exchange. To attack this fundamental
issue, [14] develops a new MWRN transmit protocol to do
this in [(K —1)/2] 4+ 1 time slots, where [z] is the ceiling
function. This number is roughly K /2. Thus, this state-of-the-
art protocol [14] halves the number of time slots, equivalently
doubling the spectral efficiency. This improvement stems from
the adoption of linear processing, self-interference cancellation,
and SIC decoding. However, the achievable sum rate of [14]
still suffers the O (1/K) decline of spectral efficiency with the
number of users.

C. Contributions

Herein, we propose a novel MWRN protocol, which
reduces the number of time slots to just two, regardless of
the number of users. Thus, it can provide significant spectral
efficiency gains compared to those of [12]-[14]. To realize
these remarkable gains, we integrate the concepts of power-
domain NOMA and massive MIMO with MWRNSs.

It is designed as follows. In the first time-slot, all user
nodes transmit simultaneously to the relay, which in turn uses
maximal ratio combining (MRC) for reception. The relay then
generates a superposition-coded signal, applies an amplification
factor, and transmits back to the user nodes by using a
maximal ratio transmission (MRT) precoder. Then each user
node performs SIC to decode the symbols belonging to the
remaining K — 1 users’ messages.

More specifically, the contributions of this paper are sum-
marized as follows.

1) We propose a NOMA based massive MIMO MWRN
transmit protocol to enable full-mutual data exchange
among K > 2 users. The key feature is that it uses just
two time slots. Thus, it potentially achieves a sum rate
gain of K/2 (approximately) over the current state-of-
the-art counterpart in [14], and the gain scales up with
the number of user nodes (K).

2) We obtain closed-form results for the sum rate and the
energy efficiency of the proposed scheme by using the so
called additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) approxima-
tion [38]. Furthermore, effects of imperfect CSI and SIC
is also considered during this analysis.

3) We also obtain the asymptotic sum rate value when the
number of antennas at the relay grows unbounded.

4) We propose a power allocation matrix at the relay based
upon the asymptotic sum rate values. We are able to get
not only the closed-form solution for the matrix based on
the asymptotic sum rates of the system, but also ensure
max-min fairness even when the number of relay antennas
is low.

D. Significance

Proposed protocol achieves a full data exchange among
K spatially-distributed user nodes in exactly two time-slots
amounting to time-slot reduction of (1 — 4/K) x 100% over
the current state-of-the-art MWRN protocol [14]. For example
with K = 8 users, the time-slot saving is 50%. This reduction
directly translates into a significant spectral efficiency gain over
all existing MWRN counterparts [12]-[14]. This gain is a result
of power-domain NOMA and massive MIMO via superposition
coding, SIC, and linear detection/precoding.

As number of time slots required in our scheme is constant
regardless of number of users, it may be a helpful step in the
context of massive connectivity envisaged in 5G and beyond,
where a massive number of new IoT devices will connect to a
next-generation wireless network. Industry estimates that total
number of IoT connected cellular devices will be between 1.6B
and 4.6B by 2020. They will generate both data and connection
traffic. Clearly, some of these devices could be supported in
the MWRN configuration, and the spectral efficiency gains of
the proposed protocol may help to mitigate the overall traffic
growth.

This present work goes beyond our related conference paper
[1], which does not consider imperfectly estimated CSI, im-
perfect SIC and optimization of relay power allocation matrix.

Notation: Z1, Z7, [Z];, and [Z]), denote the conjugate
transpose, transpose, the k-th row, and the (k, [)-th element of
the matrix, Z, respectively. E[-] and V[-] denote the statistical
expectation and variance. A complex Gaussian random variable
X with mean p and standard deviation o is denoted as X ~
CN (,u, 02). The diagonal matrix D with kth diagonal element
dj. is denoted as diag (dy). Ins and Oprxn are the M x M
identity matrix and M x N matrix of all zeros, respectively.

II. SYSTEM, CHANNEL, AND SIGNAL MODEL
A. System and channel model

We consider a system with K users and denote the k-th user
by Sk, k € {1,--- , K}. They all are single-antenna terminals.
The data exchange requirement can be stated as follows. For
all k € {1,---, K}, S, must transmit its data to the remaining
K — 1 users and must receive data from all of them too.
The relay, R, is equipped with M antennas and is massive
MIMO type (M > K)' The direct channels between the user
pairs are not available due to unfavorable channel propagation
conditions [39], [40] or not utilized in order to minimize mutual
interference among the users. Thus, the purpose of R is to
accommodate the data transfer among the users.

The wireless channel between Sy and R is represented as
h, = Brh, € CM where f8, is the large-scale fading

'Here, the relay is a specialized wireless node with additional hardware
complexity that can accommodate the data exchange among multiple users.



coefficient (may include range-dependent path loss and shadow
fading), and hy is the small-scale fading vector, which is
distributed as

hy, ~ CN (0,1y). (1)

The matrix H = [hy, -+, hg] € CM*K represents the small-
scale channel fading channel coefficients from all the users
towards the relay. Thus, this channel matrix incorporates both
large-scale and small-scale propagation effects, and it may be
expressed as

H =HD'Y?, )

where D = diag(f1, ..., Bk).

B. Channel estimation

To design the MRC/MRT detector/precoder (W r and W),
the relay requires CSI between itself and the users. This CSI
could be estimated via the conventional estimation techniques.
The most common technique is the transmission of sequences
of known training symbols (pilots) periodically [11], [41].
Alternatively, blind and semi-blind techniques have also been
developed (see [42], [43] and the references therein). Here we
consider that the users simultaneously transmit orthogonal pilot
sequences to the relay, to avoid mutual interference. The set of
orthogonal pilot sequences are given as ® = {®y,..., ®x}7T
where ®;, is the 1 x 7 pilot sequence of the k-th user. Here, 7
is the length of the pilot sequence used for channel estimation.
Because ®;s are mutually orthogonal, the matrix is unitary
(PP = Ix). The received signal at the relay during the pilot
transmission period is given as

Y, = VPHA® + N, (3)

where N, is the additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) at
the relay with CN (0,I,;) distribution and P is the transmit
power of the users. Also A = diag(\/ap 1, -,/ k) is the
power scaling coefficient matrix, where c,,  corresponds to
the coefficient used by Sy during the pilot transmission. Relay
multiplies the above received signal by ® to estimate the
channels [41] and obtain

yi = [Y, @], = VPy apﬁkﬁkflk +ny g, €]

where n,, ;, = [N, @], ~ CN (0,I/). Based on the above
result and by using minimum mean square error (MMSE)
criterion [41], the channel estimate for hy is given as [17]

i /Payp 1B

e . 5
k Py 1B + 1Yk )

For beamforming purposes, we use the estimated channel hy,.
The true channel hj can be written in terms of its estimate by
virtue of orthogonality principle of MMSE criterion as [41]

h, = flk + ey, (6)

where ey is the error vector, which is independent from flk.
The probability distributions of the kth element of estimate

(hy) and the error terms (ej) are CA (O Py By ) and

? PapkBr+1
CN (0, 352
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' PaynBe¥l ) , respectively.

C. Signal model

Data transmission among the users requires two time slots.
In the first time slot, all the users transmit to the relay R, which
applies receive beamforming. Thus, for k = 1,..., K, user Si
transmits the signal

T =  ax Pz, @)
where xj, is the data symbol, P is the allowable maximum
transmit power (assumed to be equal for all the users) and
0 < ai <1 is the power scaling factor of the k-th user. The
received signal at the relay is the sum of all user signals and
the additive noise, which is given as

Yr = VvV PHo'?x + ng, ®)

where x = [zq,- - ,zK]T, a = diag(ay,...,ak), and ng is
M x 1 additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) vector at the
relay satisfying E[ng n R] = Ip0%. Next, the relay apply the
receive beamforming by multiplying by the matrix, Wx and
the processed signal can be given as

Yo = Way, = Wg (VPHa x4 np) . (9)

In the second time slot, the relay transmits the following
superposition-coded signal to all the users:

yt = YWrAy, = ¥Wrp Wry:, (10)

AK1 S AKK

where W is the MRT precoder at the relay, A is the K x K
power allocation matrix at the relay, and ¥ is the power control
factor. The selection of MRC and MRT at the relay is due
to the simplicity of those methods compared to other linear
beamformers. However, similar results can be obtained for
other beamforming methods such as zero forcing and omitted in
this paper due to space limitations. The total power constraint
at the relay is given as

Pr=Tr (yiyi)
=U2PTr (VHeHI V) 4 9262 (VVH) | (11)

where Ppr is the transmit power at the relay and we define
V = W AWp, as the effective/cascaded detector/precoder at
the relay, and the relay gain ¥ is computed to constrain the
average transmit power as

U= Pr
~\| PE[Tx (VHoHAVH)] 1 0K [Tr (VVH)]

.(12)

Based on (10), the intended transmit signal for Sy, is given as
[y+]k, which is the kth row of y;. The received signal at Sy, is
given as

K
vk = VhiV > " \/Poyhyzy + UhiVog +ng, (13)

m=1

where nj is an AWGN at Sy with power O',%.
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D. Imperfect SIC decoding at the user nodes

After receiving yi, Sy will decode the symbols (i.e., all x/
for k' # kand k' € {1,---, K}) transmitted by all other users.
It will use SIC decoding for this, which is an iterative process.
In each step, a symbol z; is decoded, and subtracted (i.e.,
cancelled) from y;. Due to K users in total, K — 1 decoding
steps occur at each user. The index of the user that has to be
decoded at the n-th iteration at Sy is denoted by the function
fe(n). Thus, 1 < n < K —1and 1 < fi(n) < K with
fr(n) # k.

At the nth decoding step, Sj; will decode the signal transmit-
ted by user Sy, (), denoted as xy, (). The estimate of zy, ()
at Sy is represented by Ty, , (n). Both of these are assumed to
be jointly Gaussian distributed with a normalized correlation
coefficient of py, f, () and may be expressed as [31]

T, f(n) = Pl fr(m) L fr(n) T €k, fiu(n)s (14)

where the estimate &y r, (n) ~ CN (0,1), the estimation er-

1402 ), and the corre-

€fr(n)

IO €) f,(n) ~ C/\/’(O,Ugfk(n)/

lation coefficient py f,(n) = 1/,/1+ 02 Furthermore,

€fr(n)’
the estimation error and the estimated vahkle are statistically
independent. The perfect SIC case is specified by the values
Pr,f(n) = 1 and agw = 0. In the next section, we
will investigate the effect of imperfect SIC on the system
performance.

III. ACHIEVABLE SUM RATE ANALYSIS

Next, we derive the achievable sum rate between each user
pairs by using the worst-case Gaussian technique [38] that can
be summarized as follows. The received signal at a user node
can be decomposed into a desired signal and effective noise.
The desired signal consists of the intended message symbol,
while effective noise component contains all interference terms
and AWGN. It can easily be shown that the desired signal
component and effective noise term are uncorrelated. Moreover,
each term within the effective noise is uncorrelated. Thus, this
effective noise term can be approximated by using a Gaussian
random variable with same variance, which represents the
worst-case scenario [38]. Based on this framework, we derive

the sum rate as follows. The residual signal at S}, after decoding
canceling signals belonging to n — 1 users can be written as

Yk =Y/ Pas mE by Vhy, )T f, ()] + ficn,  (15)

where 1y, i is the effective noise and the first term is the desired
signal. The function fx(n) is the index of the user that will be
decoded in the n-th step. Moreover, the noise term in (15) can
be expressed as (16) at the top of the page. The matrix V in
(15) and (16) for MRC/MRT beamforming is given as

V =H*AHY. (17)
Based on (15) and (16), and by assuming additive noise
as independently distributed Gaussian noise having the same
variance [38], a tight approximation for the achievable sum
rate can be given as (18) at the top of the page. Here
Tc is the coherence time of the channel. The pre-log factor
(Te — 7)/T¢ accounts for the pilot overhead [11]. The two
time-slots required for the data transmission between the users
results in the pre-log factor of 1/2. The values of Mj; 1, Ni .
Py, Rim, and Q) in (18) are given as

My =E [h{f{*AﬂH hfk(m)} : (192)
N =V [0 H AH g, )] (19b)
Pen =E :\h{ﬂ*Aﬂthk(m)F] , (19¢)

Rim =E :\hfﬂ*Aﬂthk(m)F]
+ (1= 2pp o) )E [hfﬂ*Af{thk(m)] * (194
Qu = E [[nf AR 2], (19)

The value of Ry, can further be written as

Riym = Pem + (1= 20k, (m)) M - (20)

The closed-form evaluations of (19) are provided in Appendix
A. The value for ¥ is given as

Pg
U=
PLl + U%{LQ

21
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where L1 and Lo are given as

Ly=Tr (IE [ﬂ*AﬂHHaHHﬂAHﬂTD , (22a)

Ly=Tr (IE [HAHH HAH ﬂT} ) , (22b)
and are derived in Appendix B.

The rate of data transmission for each user is limited by the
achievable sum rates among itself and all other users. Thus,
the achievable transmission rate of S, is given as

mln

LK) k#m (Ricm) -

= (23)
T ke,

Based on this, the total achievable sum rate of the system is
obtained as

K
R:(K—l)ZRm.

=1

(24)

Here in (24), the factor (K — 1) represents the transmission of
each users data to all the other users.

Remark 1. The results obtained in (18) and (24) are valid
under any power allocation matrix A and any decoding
order fr(n). Thus these closed form solutions can be utilized
to design power allocation schemes to obtain different user
requirements in MWRN.

IV. ASYMPTOTIC SUM RATE ANALYSIS

Asymptotic refers to the fact that the number of relay anten-
nas M grows unbounded. The significance of this condition is
that the relay can then scale down the transmit power inversely
proportional to the number of antennas [44], which tends to
improve energy efficiency overall. Therefore, it is important
to find the sum rate under this condition. The relay transmit
power may thus be expressed as

Pr = ERr/M, (25)
where E'r corresponds to the total transmit power available at
the relay node. We first derive an asymptotic limit for W, the
transmit power control factor at the relay. To obtain ¥, we need
to find the limits of L; and Lo for extremely large values of
M. For this, we use the generalized forms of the law of large
numbers. The details are given in Appendix D and using the
fact that H and E are independent of each other, we obtain the
following asymptotic result:

K K
a.s.

LN ZZ%AU@M

M — 00
=1 j5=1

Ly

e (26)

Here, Bk values are defined as (58) in Appendix A. Similarly,
an asymptotic limit for Ly is derived as

L2 a.s L& 58
N o 2 2 Mails

i=1 j=1

27

By using (26) and (27), the limit for ¥ can be obtained as

M2y 2= Lr = o,
EZf(:1 Ef'(=1 aj/\?,]ﬂ?ﬂ?

(28)

M —o0

By using the above asymptotic results and the value for V, we
rewrite (15) as

hfH* HPh; (,
Y= M2/ Pag, o = Ay )
hTH H hy, (m)
+HM Y Z Vo, o T
m=n+1
n—1
th H 0y, )
MUY/ Po, ) A——7 (@ m) = Erpimn))
m/=1
T ¥y* T H
gt \Hone

M M

We then derive the asymptotic results for each term in (29) as
follows:

hIH* ﬂth.() a.s
AT TR S M BBy, G0)
hTI:I* I:Ith,(m) A A
AT R S Mesom BB m) G
th:I* I:IHnR a.s
A ik 2
M M Moo (32)

The asymptotic limit of the effect of imperfect SIC can be
written as

i By, o .
7 A @) = &)
—o (L= Pk gimn) M giom) BBy (33)

By using the aforementioned asymptotic results, we derive the
asymptotically achievable sum rate as (34) at the top of the
page. Here, in (34), m = fi(m).

Remark 2. Similar to the non asymptotic case, the result in
(34) is valid under any power allocation matrix A and any
decoding order fi(n).
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V. ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF THE SYSTEM

In this section, we analyze the energy efficiency of the
proposed MWRN. In recent years, energy efficiency, which is
the number of information bits per unit of transmit energy, has
been studied extensively [41]. It is defined as
R

Pro;’
where P;,; is the total power consumption and R is the overall
sum rate. The value for P;,; can be written as follows [45]

Prot = KP+ Pr + Purc + KPrrc + Pc/p + Pr,Lp, (36)

) (35)

where Pyrc and Prpc are the power consumed in
transceiver chains in each user and the relay, Pc, p is the power
consumed for coding and decoding, and Pg 1p is the power
consumed in the relay to perform for linear processing. The
values for these power consumption components are given as
follows [45]:

Py rc = 2Py,c + 2Psyn Prrc =2MPgr,c + 2Psyn~,(37)

Pc)p =2R(Pcop + Ppec), (33)

2BKM n B3MK

Lps U Lps’
where Py ¢ and Pgr ¢ are the powers required to run the circuit
components at the users and the relay, Psyn is the power
of the local oscillator, Pcop and Pppc is the coding and
decoding power consumption, B is the bandwidth, Lpg is the
computational efficiency (given in flops/W) of the end nodes,
and U is the coherence block.

Prrp= (39)

VI. DESIGN OF POWER ALLOCATION MATRIX

In this section, we analyze the design of A while satisfying
the relay power constraints. By changing the values in A,
different sum rates can be achieved for different users in the
system. Several optimization problems can be formulated to
design A based on different criteria such as maximizing the
minimum data rate (max-min fairness), maximizing the total
sum rate etc. The objective functions of these problems are
constrained by three variables, namely A, «, and fi(n). Here,
A is a K x K matrix, while @ = {a,, ..., ax} is a vector of
length K. Furthermore, fi(n) is a R? — R function which can
be represented by K x (K — 1) matrix. The achievable rates
that are used in the optimizing problems under the worst-case
Gaussian technique can be written as (40) at the top of the

page. Here, Z is used to display (40) in a manageable way
and is given as (41) at the top of the page. Here, Ay 5, Bk s,
Cr,a> Dijns Eijas Gija, and H; j  are functions of M.

As evident from (40), the sum rate between each pair is
a complex function of a, A, and ¥. Furthermore, the second
degree terms of A components appear on the sum rate equation.
Due to these reasons, solving optimizing problems involving
(40) appear intractable.

To overcome this problem and to formulate solvable opti-
mization problems, we take the following three steps. (1) the
above sum rates are replaced by their asymptotic values, (2)
the asymptotic rates are simplified by assuming perfect SIC,
and (3) the decoding order functions fi(n) are determined
according to the large-scale fading coefficients. The simplified
asymptotic sum rate is obtained as follows:

2
(Te—7) og | 14 Ak () M,

Tc

— , (42)

2 N gy M+

m=n+1

1
R = 5

where M, = Eafk(n)ﬁ,%,é’?k(n). This is obtained by remov-
ing the terms corresponding to the imperfect SIC in (34) and
replacing ¥ with 1. The decoding order is defined as follows:

n <k

n
fk(n):{n+1 n >k,

(43)

where the users are ordered according to the descending order
of large-scale fading coefficients between them and the relay
(i.e., 81 > B2 > .-+ > Bk). Based on the above simplifications,
we present the max-min fairness power allocation optimization
problem as follows:

_ 22 M N
maximize min | L0~ Tog |14+ ki (m) Mk, £ (n)
A 2TC K-1 5 )
_2:+1)\k,fk(m)Mkafk(m)+‘7k
(44)
K K =
subject to Ezzoﬁ/\?,jﬁiﬂf < Eg. 5)
i=1 j=1

The constraint (45) is the power constraint at the relay. It can
be proven that the maximum value for (44) can be obtained
when the data rates between all the users are equal to each
other and when the inequality (45) becomes an equality (i.e.,
when the relay uses the maximum available power for the
transmission). Also it can be shown that the result obtained
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Fig. 1: Total sum rate for K = 8 against the number of relay antennas.

for this case lies in the feasibility region of (44). Assuming
that the SINR between each user reaches a common SINR ¢,
we can obtain the optimal values for Ay 7, (n)’s as follows for
n=K-1,...,1

K-—1
i 2 2
t ( _Z+1 Ak, o (m) M, 1o (m) + Uk)

My, f1, (n)

Mosuin) = @7)
The values for Ay ¢, () can be found by solving (47) starting
from n = K — 1 to n = 1 for each k value. By observing the
pattern, a generalized expression for )\% Fo(n) CAN be written as

to2(f+1)*  doR(E+ 1)

fr(n) Mk,fk(n) Eafk(n)ﬁlgﬁ]%k )
Then by using those obtained values on (45), we derive
o2 "= ;
tE+1)7 = Eg. (49)
i=1 Bi j=1

This can be simplified as follows and the value for ¢ can be
written as

K

—1
_ i _ _ FE
B+ 7 =@+ )" 1= = (50)
Jj=1 i:1§1

The non-negative real solution for the above polynomial can
be derived as

Etia—" 51

Remark 3. It can be seen that the asymptotically achievable
sum rate under max-min fairness does not depend on the
values of transmit power at the user nodes (i.e., P and ).
Furthermore, our simulations show that it is independent of
the decoding order at the user (i.e., fi(n)).

a0 -+ Proposed-analytical
—e— Proposed-simulation
----MWRN [14]

MWRN [12]

Sum rate (bps/Hz)

8
Number of users (K)
Fig. 2: Average sum rate versus K for M = 64.
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Fig. 3: Average energy efficiency of the system vs M for K = 12.
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Fig. 4: Average sum rate under different power allocation schemes.

VII. NUMERICAL RESULTS

In this section, we investigate the performance gains of
the proposed NOMA scheme via simulations. Apart from the
power allocation obtained in Section VI, we use the following



sub-optimal power allocation matrix for comparisons.

A=D"'(B+B7"), (52)

j—1

where B is the K x K matrix with [B]; ; = 7= When
i < j and zero otherwise. This power allocation is based on
the following observations.

o Each row in A corresponds to the power allocation factors
to each user. Thus, to compensate for the downlink path-
losses, we allocate more power to the users which have
the highest path-loss by multiplying each row of A by the
inverse of the path-loss component of each user.

o The ratios between the non-zero coefficients in a
single row determines the data rate between the
users. Here, we designed the ratios in the form of

VI/K,\2/K, - /K —1/K.

A. Comparison with MWRN operations in [12], [14]

Here, we analyze the existing MWRN protocols in [12], [14]
for numerical comparison purposes. Firstly, we consider the
MWRN in [12], which requires K time slots to transmit the
data of all the users to all other users. The use of time-slots in
[12] can be listed as follows:

1) Time-slot 1: All the users transmit to the relay. This step
is similar to the first step in our proposed NOMA-aided
protocol.

2) Time-slot 2 to K: In these time slots, relay transmits
to all the users using beamforming. However, instead
of sending a superposition-coded signal of all the other
received signals, data of a single user is transmitted to
each user. Thus, K — 1 time slots are required to send the
data of all the users to all other users.

The beamforming matrix at the relay for the j-th time slot
(2 <5 <K)is given as

Vv, = H*A;HY. (53)

In (53), A; is a permutation matrix in which each row consists
of a single one and all zeros. The location of the number one,
decides the transmitted signal of the initial set of users. We can
obtain the approximation for the end-to-end data rate between
each pair of users by using the same steps as the previous case.
However, when calculating the achievable data rate, we have to
use the pre-log factor 1/K, as K total time slots are required
for the data transmission.

Secondly, we compare the performance of the proposed
MWRN with that of [14], which utilizes [ (K — 1)/2]+1 time-
slots. The above two methods (i.e. [12] and [14]) are used as
performance benchmarks.

Fig. 1 plots the achievable sum rate of the proposed MWRN
system and those of [12] and [14] against the number of relay
antennas. We use the power allocation matrix (52) with eight
users (K = 8) and path-loss components D = diag(1, 0.875,
0.75, 0.625, 0.5, 0.375, 0.25, 0.125), and o, = 1 for 1 < k <
K. The proposed scheme clearly provides a higher achievable
sum rate compared to the other two. For instance, with 100
relay antennas, it provides a sum rate of 25.2bps/Hz while
[12] and [14] achieve only 12.2bps/Hz and 17.1 bps/Hz. This

|
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Fig. 5: Average sum rate for individual users with different power
allocation schemes.

amounts to 106% and 47% gains respectively. Furthermore, we
observe that more relay antennas increase the sum rate of the
proposed system.

Fig. 2 plots the achievable sum rates for the proposed system
given by (18) and the two other MWRN schemes against the
number of users (K). While the achievable sum rate reaches
a constant value under [12] and [14], our method provides
constant sum rate improvements as the number of users are
increased. For instance, both our scheme and [14] has the
same sum rate performance with 4 users. But with 10 users,
our scheme provides a sum rate of 33bps/Hz, while [14]
and [12] only provides 16 bps/Hz and 10 bps/Hz, respectively.
Furthermore, the performance gap increases as the number of
users are increased. As an example, with 8 users, our system
provides 47% and 127% increase of sum rate compared to [14]
and [12] while this gain increases to 123% and 280% for 12
users.

In Fig. 3, we plot the energy efficiency in Eqn. (35) against
the number of relay antennas M for K = 12 users. The
values for Pch, PR70, PSYN’ PCOD’ PDEC, B, U, and
Lpg are adopted from [45]. It can be seen that our proposed
protocol provides higher energy efficiency compared to two
other methods. As an example, with 100 relay antennas, our
energy efficiency is 2.94 x 104 bps/J while the energy efficiency
of [12] is only 1 x 10 bps/J. This is almost a 300% increase.
This gain is both due to the sum rate increase as well as lower
transmit powers due to the reduced number of time slots.

In Fig. 4, we plot the total sum rate of the system under
the proposed two power allocation schemes namely the max-
min power allocation and the sub-optimal power allocation for
four users (i.e., K =4 and D = diag(1,0.75,0.5,0.25)) with
7 = 0.3 and perfect SIC scenario. We obtained the sum rate
from (24) and (18) for different M values and the asymptotic
value from (34). The figure shows that the sub-optimal power
allocation results in slightly higher total sum rate than the
min-max fairness power allocation. Also this shows that the
asymptotic result (34) is accurate.

In Fig. 5, we plot the individual sum rate for user 1 and
user 3 for the same system setup. It can be seen that the
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max-min power allocation scheme obtains 2.9 bps/Hz sum rate
for all the users, while the sum rate obtained from the sub
optimal power allocation scheme differs for different users.
As an example, in this case user 1 (the user nearest to the
relay) obtains 3.9 bps/Hz while the user 3 (user far away from
the relay) only obtain 2.5bps/Hz. Thus, this shows that the
proposed power allocation can provide fairness to all users
regardless of the distance between the relay and the users. This
will be useful when all the users have to be treated equally.

In Fig. 6, we analyze the effect of CSI availability on the
performance of the system. Specifically, we plot the achievable
sum rate with 128 antennas and the asymptotic sum rate for
three different K values (i.e., K = 4, K = 8, and K = 12)
against the pilot training time (7). Note that sum rates increase
with 7 up to a certain point and then starts to decrease. As
an example, for K = 8, 7 = 0.1 provides 19bps/Hz and
increasing 7 to 0.2 provides 22.3 bps/Hz. However after this,
the achievable sum rate starts to decrease. A lower value for
7 results in poorly estimated channel and lead to lower sum
rates, while a higher value for 7 will limit the time used for
data transmission and also result in lower sum rate for the
system. According to Fig. 6, the optimum 7 values for K = 4,
K =8 and K = 12, are 7 = 0.35, 7 = 0.2, and 7 = 0.3
respectively for M = 128. This shows that the existence of
optimum 7 value based on the number of antennas, number
of users, and other system parameters. However, we do not
attempt this optimization of 7, which is left it as a future
research topic.

Next, in order to analyze the effect of imperfect SIC, we plot
the sum rate of user 1 against the number of relay antennas
in Fig. 7. Here, we have assumed 8 users and 7 = 0.3. The
sum rate is plotted under four scenarios; namely perfect SIC,
imperfect SIC with p,, p = 0.9, pp, i = 0.7, and py, 1, = 0.5
for all m, k values. As evident from this figure, when SIC
is free from error propagation, the system sum rate increases
significantly. As an example, with 500 antennas, user 1 obtains
1.4 bps/Hz with perfect SIC, but only 0.9 bps/Hz when p = 0.9.
This shows the significant effect of SIC on NOMA systems.

To analyze this detrimental impact of imperfect SIC further,
we plot the total sum rate against the number of users K in

—— Analytical perfect SIC
—---= Asymptotic perfect SIC
—— Analytical (p = 0.9)
—— Analytical (p = 0.7)
—— Analytical (p = 0.5)

I I I
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Number of antennas (M)

Fig. 7: Sum rate of user-1 under different SIC conditions against the
number of antennas.
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Fig. 8: Average total sum rate for different SIC conditions against the
number of users.

Fig. 8. Here we look at three different values for p along with
the perfect SIC scenario. It can be seen that imperfect SIC
reduces the achievable sum rate of a system. As an example
with 6 users, the sum rate of the system will degrade to
7.5bps/Hz from 11.9bps/Hz when imperfect SIC is present
with p = 0.95. This value further decreases to 6.8 bps/Hz when
p = 0.9. This shows the importance of accurate SIC in NOMA
systems.

VIII. CONCLUSION

We proposed a NOMA-aided massive MIMO MWRN,
which enables data exchange between K users within only
two time slots. This is a drastic reduction compared to
[(K+1)/2] + 1 time slots of the current state-of-the-art
in MWRNSs. In the first time slot, all user nodes transmit
simultaneously to the relay, which in turn applies a linear
MRC detector. In the second time slot, for each user, the
relay constructs a superposition-coded signal consisting of data
symbols belonging to all other users to be transmitted by using
linear MRT precoding. Upon receiving this superposition-
coded signal, users adopt SIC to decode the data from each
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user. We derived the asymptotic sum rate in closed-form. Our
proposed scheme provides a sum rate gain of (1—4/K)x100%
over the current state-of-the-art MWRN. The gain is more
significant when the number of users (K) is increased. Also,
the use of two time slots enable the use of MWRNSs in fast
fading channels with small coherence times. Also, the proposed
scheme provides significant energy efficiency gains due to the
improved sum rate and the reduced number of time slots.
Furthermore, we proposed a power allocation scheme, which
improves user fairness. We also verified the benefits of the

proposed scheme from an energy-efficiency perspective.
APPENDIX A

EXPECTED VALUE RESULTS FOR IMPERFECT CSI
A. Derivation of My, ,

First, by using (67b), we can rewrite the term inside the

expected value as
K K

th:I*AI:Ithk(.,”) = Z Z )\i,jhzflfﬁthfk(m)' 4
i=1 j=1

By substituting the value for hy, we rewrite (54) as

My = i i Mo (BE + el ) hihf" (B im) + eg,m) ) 55)

i=1 j=1

As ep’s are independent from hyg’s, only the first term of
the above summation can have a non-zero expectation Next,
by considering different ¢ and j combinations (i.e., i = k,
j = fx(m) and j = k, i = fi(m) and using the fact that
k # fr(m)) in the double summation in (54), the expected
value can be written as

Ty %y H
E[Z > Aijhihihj hfk<m)]—xk,fk(m>|hk|2|hfk<m)||2

i=1 j=1

A py(my B b () 2. (56)

Finally, by using the expected value results given in Appendix
C, the value for My, ,, is obtained as

Mk',m =M (Ak,fk(m)M + )‘fk(’m),k) BkBWH

where [, is given as

B = __Poyufi :
(Pozp_’kﬂk + 1)

Here, Bk acts as a correction for [y, values due to the imperfect
CSI. When perfect CSI is available, 85 will become [j.

(57)

(58)

B. Derivation of Ny m

In order to compute Ny ,,, we first derive the value of
Nim = E [|hf H*AH"hy, (,,,)|?] by using the same proce-
dure as in My, ,,, and obtained as (59) at the top of this page.
Here in (59), 7o = f;(m) and 7, is defined as

o=

(Pap kB + 1)
Here, 7y acts as an error term due to imperfect CSI. When

perfect CSI is available, this term vanishes. The value of Ny, p,
is then derived as

(60)

Niem = N — M . (61)
C. Derivation of Qy,

Similar to the previous cases, the value of (Jf is written as
(62) at the top of this page.

APPENDIX B
DERIVATION OF ¥ FOR IMPERFECT CSI

In this section, we compute the average value of ¥, which
will be used for the SINR calculations.
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A. Computation of Ly

In this section, we derive L. By using matrix multiplication
identities, L; can be simplified as (63) at the top of this page.
Then, Ly can derived in closed-form by looking at all the
possibilities for used variables as (64) at the top of this page.

B. Computation of Lo

By using matrix multiplication theories, Ly can be simplified
as follows.

K K
L=3"Y A E [BZﬂ*AHﬂHﬁj (65)
i=1 j=1
By using the results in (57), we can write (65) as
K K o
Lo=> Y (NigM + Xji) M ;3;3;. (66)
i=1 j=1
APPENDIX C
IMPORTANT RESULTS
The following results are used to derive (19a):
H*HY = HH” = Z hih#, (67a)
K
H*AH” = HAH” = Z Z Aijhihf (67b)

i=1 j=1
Next, we list some of the important expected value results that
were used in Appendices A and B.

B con2] Pap,kﬂi _arh

E [ hk} —E [||hk|\ } = M p B = M.
(68a)

E [hH Bj} —0  k#j (68b)

E }ﬁfﬁﬂ = MBB;  k#j. (68¢)

E || By ?| = (M +1)3; (634)

He, 1 = Ny P

E [efer] = E [|lex]*] = Mg o) = Mk (68

E [lefe|*] = Mawn; — k #j. (68f)

E [leflex[*] = M (M + 1) (68g)

APPENDIX D
ASYMPTOTIC SINR WITH POWER SCALING
We use the following asymptotic results for the compu-
tation of [46]. For two independent Gaussian vectors, p ~
CNnx1(0,021) and q ~ CNyxi1(0,021), the following
limits are easy to prove [44], [46]

pHp/N Lﬂr?g and qu/N 2% 50, (69)
N—oc0

p q/\F—>C./\/(Ocra I,

»UpTg

(70)

where subscripts a.s. and d stands for almost sure convergence
and the convergence of distributions, respectively. Based on
(69) and (70), the following asymptotic limit results can be
established [44], [46]:

HHH 1 I:IHI:I 1L a.s.

P < M )DZ Mores O (71a)
VAH .

M M — o0 OK, (71b)
HIV

M Mo UK (71e)
VAH .

M Moo L 71d)

By llsing (71a), (71b), (71c) and (71d), the asymptotic limit
for H can be derived as follows:

H
V o\ Vv -
H+ —|D H+—|D
a.s. ~H SN g PPB[%

Similarly, when the pilot power Pp is scaled as Pp = Ep /v M
the limit results can be written as

HIH 1
M M

HIH
—22 s diag (EpfS3) . 73
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